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President's Letter
By Kerri Ford

Welcome to another year of monthly Bulletins and my first as
president of the LWVANA.  I spent the summer getting up to speed
on the role with much help from Stefani Traina.  On behalf of the
entire League I would like to thank Stefani for four years of hard
work, dedication, and results in her role as president.  Personally, I
would like to thank her for being a fabulous mentor over the past
few months.

Thankfully, Stefani isn't going far.  She remains on the League board
of directors as vice president of voter services-Andover and LWVMA
liaison.  Stefani spent a good part of her summer organizing the pre-
primary candidates' forum the League hosted on August 30.  We had
a great turnout.  I hope many of you were able to attend or watch
on television or the Internet. You can read more about the forum,
which provided the community an opportunity to hear directly from
candidates for two state representative seats and one state senate
seat in Stefani's article below.

The Andover Board of Selectmen honored the League and its 90th
anniversary by declaring August 26, 2010 "League of Women Voters
Making Democracy Work Day" in the Town of Andover.  In the
Proclamation, the selectmen recognized the League's contributions to
making our community healthy, vibrant, and strong through its
nonpartisan efforts to improve government, increase civic
participation, and impact public policies for lasting change through
citizen education and advocacy.  August 26, 2010 also marked the
90th anniversary of the 19th Amendment, giving women full voting
rights.  We thank the Town for its continued support of and
cooperation with the League.

Also in honor of the League's 90th anniversary, Pat Edmonds is
leading a group of League members researching the history of the
women's suffrage movement in the Andover/North Andover area and
the history of the LWVANA.  The first installment of Bulletin articles
written by the group is included in this issue and we can all look
forward to further interesting and informational articles in the
coming months and to a presentation by the group at the League's
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Holiday Dinner in December.

Looking back, many thanks to the organizers of our annual meeting
in May, Joan Duff and Becci Backman and to Atria Marland Place for
allowing us to use their facility, Tracy Meech and others of Marland
Place were so helpful.  We were honored to have Senator Sue
Tucker as our guest speaker.  As she approaches the end of her 18
years in the Massachusetts legislature, Senator Tucker touched on
the highlights of her career, including her efforts to rein in auto
insurance fraud and the joys of mentoring young women on her
staff.  She also expressed concern about legislation on gambling and
the general lack of civil discourse in politics. We were also pleased to
award the Virginia Cole scholarship to Andover High School senior
Iha Kaul. 

Looking forward, the League is once again organizing the Know Your
Town Fair (KYTF) as part of Andover Days.  The event will be held
on Saturday, September 25.  Heather Holman has been hard at work
organizing the event.  Please stop by to say "hi" to the League
representatives at our table and take advantage of the opportunity
to learn more about the many nonprofit organizations that contribute
to our communities. More information about the KYTF and how your
organization can get involved is available in Heather's article below.

In honor of the League's 90th anniversary, we will be publishing a
hardcopy of the Handbook this year.  However, to save money we
will not be mailing the Handbook.  If you attend the KYTF you can
stop by the League table to pick up your copy.  Otherwise, I will
send a list of opportunities to pick up your copy in addition to the
KYTF when the Handbook is available.   

Finally, I look forward to serving as League president and welcome
your comments and questions as the year progresses.  You can read
more about me below in the first installment of a new monthly
Bulletin feature, Member Profile.

If you would like to become more involved in any aspect of the
League please contact me.  I hope to see you at upcoming League
events!

North Andover News
By Sandy Gleed, VP North Andover

It was very fun here in North Andover over the summer months as
North Andover hosted several great community events that focused
attention on what makes our town a great place to live.

Fourth of July weekend, the League of Women Voters greeted
townspeople at our table during the Town's gathering on the
common.  It was a very hot day (haven't they all been hot this
summer?), so special thanks to Heather McNeil for manning the
table and to Kathy Stevens for dropping by to help as well.  I hope
some of you caught NACAM volunteer Gail Heney's live interview
with us that ran on the cable stations that weekend.

Selectman Dan Lanen was elected the new chair of the North
Andover Board of Selectmen.  Rick Nardella was elected vice-chair,
and Tracy Watson was elected Licensing Chair.  One issue settled
over the summer was the water and sewer rates: rates will remain
the same as in FY2010, however the water and sewer revenue and
expenses will be monitored quarterly and rate adjustments made if
necessary.  I certainly thought about the town's financial status in
these accounts many times as I dragged out my hose to water my
rain-starved perennials.  I'm hoping the silver lining to the drought
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conditions may be that the prospect of account deficits and rate
increases diminished as consumption increased.  I know I did my
part based on the size of my water bill!

Another issue of concern to our town was/is what's happening next
door in Lawrence with budget cuts to their Fire Department.  Relying
on mutual aid to cover for shortfalls in Lawrence's budget means
that North Andover will be called upon to absorb the increased costs
in overtime, wear and tear on our equipment, and potential injury
liabilities that we will incur with mounting calls to respond to
Lawrence fires.  This also could result in reduced coverage within our
own town's borders if our equipment is engaged in Lawrence when
needed in North Andover.  This issue is so important that North
Andover has been cited in related news stories in print, radio, and
televised coverage.

In closing, this fall will be politically exciting with both the upcoming
primary and November ballots.  Be sure to lend either an ear or a
hand in League of Women Voters' activities leading up to these
events.

Voter Service Update
Pre-Primary Candidates' Forum
By Stefani Traina, VP Voter Service-Andover

The state primary is September 14.  Ten of the twelve candidates
running for state offices in three races participated in the League of
Women Voters of Andover/North Andover Pre-Primary Candidates'
Forum on Monday, August 30 at Memorial Hall Library in Andover.  

Republicans James J. Lyons, Jr. and John O. Thorlin are running for
the 18th Essex District State Representative seat, which covers parts
of Andover, Boxford, Georgetown, Methuen, North Andover, and
Haverhill.  Incumbent, Rep. Barbara L'Italien does not have a
Democratic challenger in the State Primary and did not attend the
forum. 

Republicans Paul Adams and Salim R. Tabit, and Democrats Patricia
Commane and Frank J. Bonet are running for the 17th Essex District
State Representative seat which covers parts of Andover, Lawrence,
and Tewksbury.  Frank Bonet did not respond to the League's
invitation. 

Republicans Patrick Rahilly and Jamison Tomasek, and Democrats
Barry Finegold, Debbie Silberstein, and John J. 'Jack' Wilson, Jr. are
vying for the 2nd Essex & Middlesex District Senate seat being
vacated by retiring Senator Sue Tucker, which covers Andover,
Lawrence, Dracut, and Tewksbury. 
 
The forum featured a segment for each legislative contest, with the
candidates seated by party and answering questions submitted by
the audience.  Jo-Ann Berry, LWV of Acton Area, moderated the
event.  The forum aired on Andover cable channels 8 and 47 and
was taped for rebroadcast during the two weeks before the
September 14 State Primary election.  The recording has been
shared with local media stations in North Andover, Andover, and
surrounding communities and will be aired leading up to the
primary.  A group of Andover High School students volunteered at
the event, which was free and open to the public.

Member Profile 

This is the first in a series of member profiles.  We
start the series with a profile of the League's new
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president, Kerri Ford.  If you have a suggestion for a
member to profile in a future Bulletin please email
league@lwv-andovers.org.

Kerri Ford was elected president of the League of
Women Voters of Andover/North Andover at the
League's annual meeting in May 2010.  Kerri lives in
Andover with her husband Tim and their two children.  Her interest
in civic involvement, education and improvement stems from family
values that encourage being an active and informed member of the
community.

Professionally, Kerri is a private equity investor with Baker Capital, a
New York-based private equity firm.  Prior to joining Baker she was
an investment banker at Goldman Sachs and previous to that she
held several financial and operational roles at Cabletron Systems.

In addition to her volunteer service with the League, Kerri is
member of the Bancroft School Improvement Council, Friends of
Memorial Hall Library, and the Andover Historical Society.

Kerri holds an MBA from The Wharton School at the University of
Pennsylvania and a BS from the University of New Hampshire.

Know Your Town Fair
By Heather Holman

The annual Know Your Town Fair will be held Saturday, September
25, 2010 as part of Andover Days.  Know Your Town Fair is an event
led by the League of Women Voters of Andover/North Andover to
provide nonprofit organizations an opportunity to network and
engage people from Andover and surrounding communities in
learning more about their organizations and to promote the
organizations' upcoming activities.  

Andover Days is being organized by the Andover Downtown Business
Association (ADBA).  In addition to Know Your Town Fair, Andover
Days will feature exhibits by local businesses and organizations as
well as concerts, fashion shows, and other events.

Space is available for Know Your Town Fair participants on Park and
Barnard Streets for $20 or on Main Street for $75.  For the Park and
Barnard Street spots participants bring their own table, chairs, and
canopy if desired.  For the Main Street spots a canopy will be
provided including set up and take down.  All space is available on a
first-come first-serve basis.  The ADBA would like exhibitors,
particularly those on Main Street to consider having a craft, game, or
some other activity to draw people to the event early in the day.  

The League recognizes that $75 is a high participation fee for
nonprofit organizations.  If you would like to be on Main Street but
want to minimize the cost, consider sharing the space and cost with
another organization.  Foot traffic on Park and Barnard Streets is
typically strong during the event as people park in the municipal
parking lots and walk to Main Street so the tables on these street
should also have good exposure.

The League has actively worked to keep the cost of participating in
Know Your Town Fair accessible for all nonprofit organizations.  We
realize that the cost has increased over the years but hope that one
of the options presented this year will work for all interested
organizations.  Primary reasons for the increased cost this year are
changes in corporate sponsorship structure (with sponsors working
directly with River 92.5FM and not making the same donations to
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ADBA) and charges from the Town for police details, ambulance
presence, custodians, and clean up crews.  
 
Please contact Heather Moody Holman at 978-500-0626 or by email
Heather@HeatherHolman.com if you want to reserve a space, have
questions, or to share your thoughts on Know Your Town Fair.  

LWVANA History Committee
By Pat Edmonds

In honor of the LWV's 90th anniversary, a group of
LWV members, many from the 60's and 70's, who
are interested in the history of the Andover/North
Andover League has been meeting to rediscover
the excitement of the women's suffrage movement that took place in
our town from 1912 to the founding of Andover's LWV in 1920.  The
group is also reviewing its history since then, focusing on each of the
decades of the LWV's 90 years.  
 
The efforts of the League have brought about effective change and
have provided Andover and North Andover with many of their
innovative strengths -- kindergartens in the public schools, libraries
in the schools, the building of new schools to accommodate growing
populations, the town manager form of government in Andover, the
planning board and an effective system of zoning regulation,
recreation programs, recycling and the present trash and recycling
program, and preservation of open space.
 
Here are some tidbits of our early observations.  Dues in the early
Equal Suffrage Association were 50 cents a year.  Current LWVANA
dues are $55 a year.  In the early years the women met in Phillips
Academy buildings or faculty homes during daytime hours.  Today
most meetings are held in members' homes or in Memorial Hall
Library.  To accommodate today's career women's schedules many
meetings are held in the evenings or sometimes over lunch at
Panera.
 
Through the years, The Andover Townsman, League Bulletins and
yearbooks have documented the activities of the yearly schedule -
meetings, consensus units, public forums. Today all is found online
as well. The Andover league attracted 400 members in 1925. Today,
with so many women in the work force, there are about 135
members in the combined Andover/North Andover League, including
several men.
 
The committee is authoring articles on different aspects of the
history of the 90 years of the LWV and will plan to celebrate the
"birth" of the Andover league at the December meeting.
 
Committee members include:  Rusty Dunbar, Pat Edmonds
(convener), Kerri Ford, Tina Girdwood, Stefani Traina Goldshein,
Nancy Gump, Nancy Mulvey and Gail Ralston.

Keep Informed, Stay Engaged, and Take
Action for North Andover Schools 
By Heather McNeil

I taught for almost nine years before being at home with my
daughters. My eldest is entering the North Andover Public Schools
this fall as a kindergartener so I am well aware that with September
comes the start of school.  But it is also the beginning of many
opportunities to be an advocate for public education.  
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When I was teaching, I paid a great deal of attention to my
students, my classroom, and the school in which I worked.  Given
that I didn't live in the town in which I taught, I paid little attention
to decisions being made at the town level and even less attention to
the happenings at the state and federal levels.  Since I have some
time now before I return to work, I have chosen to spend time at
school committee and other local meetings, League of Women Voters
meetings, and with Stand for Children, an education advocacy group
at the state level, learning about the decision making processes that
take place that ultimately affect our schools, our classrooms, and
our children.  The experiences have been an education for me as a
teacher and as a parent.  

So, I am urging people to explore opportunities to get educated and
involved.  It can take as much or as little time as you have. You can
attend a meeting or watch one on television, watch the news or
debates, or sign up with one of the various organizations that
advocate for schools and for our towns to receive e-mails and
information.  You can hold signs at the polls, write letters to the
editor, vote, and contact or visit elected officials.

Our elected officials want our input and are happy to answer
questions, address concerns, hear solutions, and find out from us
what is working well.  Below, you will find information on whom to
contact (subject to change due to fall elections) and a list of some
organizations you may want to check out if you are interested in
learning more about all the issues that affect our schools and our
children.  You will also find a tentative North Andover School
Committee meeting schedule. I am hoping that this list makes
staying informed and taking action easier and less time consuming. 
  

North Andover's State Senators and Representatives
State Senator Steven Baddour  617-722-1604 
Steven.Baddour@state.ma.us  (North Andover, precincts 1, 4, 6 and
8)

State Senator Bruce Tarr  617-722-1600  Bruce.Tarr@state.ma.us
 (North Andover, precincts 2, 3, 5 and 7)

State Representative David Torrisi  978-682-5644 or 617-722-2013
 Rep.DavidTorrisi@hou.state.ma.us (North Andover precincts 1, 2, 3,
4, 5, and 6)

State Representative Barbara L'Italien  617-722-2380 
Rep.BarbaraL'Italien@hou.state.ma.us  (North Andover precincts 7
and 8) 

North Andover School Committee Members
!     Christine Allen    allenc@northandover.k12.ma.us 
!     Stan Limpert    limperts@northandover.k12.ma.us 
!     Chris Nobile   nobilec@northandover.k12.ma.us 
!     Karin Rhoton  rhotonk@northandover.k12.ma.us 
!     Laurie Burzlaff   BurzlaffL@northandover.k12.ma.us 

School Committee meetings are typically held two Thursdays a
month but can vary so check the calendar at
http://www.northandoverpublicschools.com/index.php/calendar.html. 
The next meetings are all at 7:00 PM at the Town Hall on Sept. 2nd
and 16th and Oct. 7th and 21st. 

Other Organizations for Information and Taking Action
Stand for Children, www.stand.org/ma, local contact: Heather McNeil
h_mcneil@hotmail.com
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North Andover United http://northandover.org 

Suburban Coalition, http://subcoal.wordpress.com 

Massachusetts Budget and Policy Center http://www.massbudget.org

Massachusetts League of Women Voters http://www.lwvma.org 

Massachusetts Municipal Association http://www.mma.org 

North Shore Coalition for School Funding 
http://nscsf.typepad.com/north-shore-coalition-for-school-funding  

Massachusetts Taxpayers Foundation 
http://www.masstaxpayers.org/  

Form Based Zoning Code Moving Forward
By Kerry O'Kelly

Early June saw the initial release of the Tri-Town Area Form Based
Code which is intended to regulate all development that will result
from the new interchange in the Lowell Junction Area.  In developing
this code, the towns and consultants, VHB, have identified six
"character areas" within the 700 acre development area  (see page 7
of the Draft From Based Code for more details.)  Each Character
area is defined by its constraints, desired ambiance, and desired
function as defined by each town via the charettes held last winter. 
For each of those character areas, VHB has developed a "kit of
parts" defining building height and form, roadway criteria, open
space criteria, parking criteria, and use restrictions.  Using this "kit
of parts" approach, the towns hope to provide great flexibility for
developers long into the future while maintaining the look and
functions each town desires.  Needless to say, this is a tremendous
undertaking requiring each town to scrutinize not only the details in
each "kit of parts" but also the big picture of each character area.

At this point, the towns have received initial feedback from the
public, landowners, town planning boards, and other organizations. 
In addition, the Tri-Town Task Force has decided to solicit further
feedback in the form of a market analysis study to assess the
development potential of this code. The Tri-Town Task Force is also
planning on revisiting each of the stakeholders for more detailed
feedback.  Once the study is completed, it will be combined with all
the feedback into a second draft of the code.  This draft is expected
to be available in the fall at which point, public feedback will again
be solicited.

On a parallel track, the development of the ramp design is
proceeding.  MassDOT and their consultants, AECom, have been
assessing each potential ramp design against the criteria defined in
the Draft Environmental Impact Report.  They will be holding a public
meeting in the fall to review their analysis - the date has not yet
been set.  Their goal is to put forth a preferred design alternative to
the Federal Highway Administration this fall.  

Coming up
Fall (dates to be determined)
!      Public Forum on the Ramp Design alternatives
!      Public input on the 2nd Draft Form Based Code
 
Resources
Draft Form Based Code Document available at
http://andoverma.gov/planning/i93/publicreview.pdf
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Questions and comments may be forwarded to Andover Planning
Director Paul Materazzo at pmaterazzo@andoverma.gov

If you would like to be added to the Town's email distribution list to
recieve further updates on the project, please feel free to visit
http://andoverma.gov/planning/i93/subscribe.php

"10/10/10 Global Work Party"
By Candy Dann

Thank you to those residents who contributed to the Clean Energy
Choice or "Green Up" fund through their electric bill because YOU
paid for the new solar array that is now in place on the Doherty
School.  A "ribbon-cutting" celebration and thank you event is
planned for Friday evening 10-08-10 from 6-8pm.  Please join us!  If
you'd like more information, please contact CDann681@aol.com or
JCWestgate@gmail.com or go to www.sustainableandover.org.

To further our green effort, please join us in a "Being Green Made
Easy" week from October 2-10 as part of a global initiative from
350.org.  Many organizations from the community are participating:

Schools, organizations, and businesses are creating special
activities and offerings to highlight their part of the solution
to climate change.

The Andover Townsman will have a special supplement
published on Sept 30. To be listed contact
CDann681@aol.com.  To advertise, contact
CGiannoccaro@eagletribune.com by Sept 22.

We will have a ribbon-cutting and information sharing event
at Old Town Hall, Friday evening 6-8pm.  To have a display or
table, contact JCwestgate@gmail.com by Oct 1.

For more information on other group's plans and other people
involved, go to www.sustainableandover.org.

Welcome to Our New Members

We welcome new League member Patrica Commane of Andover!
 

LWVANA Nonpartisan Guidelines

At the August 11, 2010 board meeting, the League of Women Voters
of Andover/North Andover re-adopted its nonpartisan guidelines as
presented below.
 
Local, state and national guidelines
The following restrictions and permissions apply to activities on the
local, state and national level.

League President and Voter Services Chair
The President and the Voter Services chair MAY NOT:

Circulate nominating petitions.
Endorse a candidate.
Display a candidate's yard sign.
Attend or host a political function held for the purpose of
introducing or fundraising for a candidate.
Make a campaign contribution to a candidate (either above or
below the reporting level)
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Run for a local charter commission.
Run for elective office, whether partisan or nonpartisan.
Serve in any position in a political party.

The President MAY NOT:

Accept an appointment to a local commission, board or
committee if such service would be in conflict with the
League's program. This restriction does not apply to the Voter
Services chair.

The President and Voter Services chair MAY:

Sign nominating petitions, whether partisan or nonpartisan.
Attend informational campaign functions to which all
candidates have been invited.
Accept an appointment to a local commission, board or
committee if such service would not be in conflict with the
League's program.

All other League members

Apart from the restriction given below about displaying LWV yard
signs, no restrictions are placed on the political or civic involvement
of all other League members, as long as they are not representing
the League during this involvement. Any questions should be brought
to the League board.

The following restriction applies to all LWV ANA members and non-
members: Any political yard sign, including candidate's signs, ballot
question signs, or warrant article signs, may not be simultaneously
displayed with a League get-out-the-vote sign.

Political activity of spouses and relatives

The political activities of a spouse or relative of a League board
member are considered separate and distinct from the activities of
the board member. However, the President and Voter Service chair
must keep in mind that their impartiality may be called into question
if their spouse engages in high-profile political activity, such as
running for elective office.  

Fall/Early Winter Calendar
For the most up to date calendar information visit our website

September
14  Tue  State Primary
16  Thu  Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
23  Thu  October Bulletin deadline
25  Sat   Know Your Town Fair, Main Street, Andover
 
October
8    Fri    Sustainability Celebration, 6:00-9:00 p.m., 
              Old Town Hall, Andover
13  Wed  Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
14  Thu   Lunch & Conversation, 11:30 a.m.,Panera, 
              Rtes 114 & 133, North Andover
22  Fri     November Bulletin deadline
TBD        Pre-Election Candidates' Forum
TBD        Membership Event
 
November 
2    Tue   Election Day
10  Wed  Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
15  Mon  Lunch & Conversation, 11:30 a.m., Panera, 
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              Rtes 114 & 133, North Andover
15-19     Community Read-Along
23  Tue   December Bulletin deadline
TBD        Town of Andover Mid-Year Review
 
December
6    Mon  Andover Special Town Meeting
8    Wed  Holiday Dinner, 90th Anniversary Event and 
              Board Meeting location/time TBD
10  Fri     January Bulletin deadline
14  Tue    Lunch & Conversation, 11:30 a.m., Panera, 
               Rtes 114 & 133, North Andover   

Available Board Positions

If you'd like to have a greater impact on democracy in our
communities, consider joining the League Board of Directors.  The
following positions are accepting applications/nominations for the
current fiscal year:

Position                       Primary Responsibilities
Secretary                      Keep board and annual meeting minutes

Membership Chair          Keep membership data, organize
                                    membership materials, coordinate new
                                    member recruitment

Nominating Chair           Coordinate nominating slate for officers 
                                    and directors

Legislative Action Chair   Distribute Action Alerts, write monthly 
                                     column for the Bulletin

Cable TV - Andover         Coordinate local cable coverage of 
                                     events

Andover School
Committee Observer       Observe school committee meetings
                                     and write a summary monthly column
                                     for the Bulletin

About the League of Women Voters

The League of Women Voters is a 90-year old national nonpartisan
organization that encourages the informed and active participation of
individuals in government, works to increase understanding of major
public policy issues, and influences public policy through education
and advocacy. The League neither supports nor opposes candidates
for office, elected officials or political parties at any level of
government. 

The Andover/North Andover League focuses on topics directly
impacting the citizens of our communities.

Membership in the League is open to all women and men.

Membership Form

––Sign up online at www.lwv-andovers.org or complete and mail the
below form.  The League's membership year is July-June.

____ New     ____ Renewal
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_____$55 Basic Member  
_____$60 Contributing Member
_____$75 Sustaining Member
_____$100+ Patron
_____$35 Senior Citizen (65 yrs. old and over)
_____$35 Student (under 24 yrs. old)
_____$75 Household Dues (2+ persons in same household)
 

_____In addition to my membership fee, I'd like to make a
contribution of $_____.

_____Enclosed is a separate check containing my tax-deductible
contribution of $_____ payable to the Education Fund, which
supports the LWV's educational activities.

Please make checks payable to:  
"LWV OF ANDOVER/NORTH ANDOVER"

          
Mail form and check to:   

LWV of Andover/North Andover
P.O. Box 514, Andover MA 01810

Member Information

Name__________________________________ 
Address________________________________
           ________________________________
Phone_________________________________ 
Email _________________________________

Forward email

This email was sent to kerriford@verizon.net by league@lwv-andovers.org.
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy
Policy.

Email Marketing by

League of Women Voters of Andover/North Andover | P.O. Box 514 | Andover | MA | 01810


